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Abstract

This study aims at monitoring and analyzing the Palestinian media
discourse regarding the issue of Palestinian resistance. The study also
tackles the different roles and attributes of the active factions, proofs and
frameworks that are adopted by those who use such a discourse. The
current study compares and contrasts discourse of Felesteen and al-Hayat
al-Jadeeda newspapers. It also tries to find out the roles and positions of
communicators in the two newspapers regarding the issue of Palestinian
resistance and the extent of influence of their political and ideological
tendencies on such positions. Also, the factors that shaped their tendencies
are tackled in this study.

This study is descriptive. It uses Discourse Analysis approach,
survey method, and mutual relations method where systematic comparison
is carried out.

The content of the study was collected through two tools: media
discourse analysis form and questionnaires. The researcher used two
theories: media frameworks and communicators theory.

The sample included the two newspapers mentioned above. This
sample covers a period of time from 22" July, 2007 to 20" December,
2012. The articles that discuss the issue of resistance were selected using
purposive sample approach. The newspapers were selected using the
systematic random sampling and the constructed week sampling.
Communicators in the newspapers were selected through purposive sample
approach.

The study reached the following findings:

1. The issue of the occupation measures scored the highest percentage
among the issues that touched upon resistance followed by military
resistance.

2. The issue of non-violent resistance scored the highest percentage
among the issues that touched upon resistance in al-Hayat al-Jadeeda
newspaper followed by the issue of internal Palestinian relations.

3. Attributes and roles of President Mahmoud Abbas, The Palestinian
Authority, and Fatah Movement seemed positive in al-Hayat al-
Jadeeda, while they seemed negative in Felesteen newspaper.

«
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4. Attributes and roles of Hamas Movement and Al-Qassam Brigades
seemed positive in Felesteen newspaper, while they seemed negative
in al-Hayat al-Jadeeda newspaper.

5. Attributes and roles of the USA and the Israeli occupation seemed
completely negative in both newspapers.

6. Those who produce such a discourse in both newspapers present one-
sided opinion when they support their points, where this issue comes
first with relevance to proofs.

7. Both newspapers rarely present different perspectives relatively.

8. The political authority comes first for both newspapers. The military
authority comes second for Felesteen newspaper and the security ones
for al-Hayat al-Jadeeda newspaper.

The field study has reached the following findings:

1. There is an agreement among communicators that the ideological
tendency of writers is one of the factors that influence shaping their
positions towards the issue of Palestinian resistance.

2. The editing policy of a given media institution highly affects the
workers therein.

3. Communicators in both newspapers principally support resistance to
attain Palestinian rights, but they differ in the way and scale of
resistance that they support.
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